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Opening with the prophet Elijah's ascent into heaven and closing with the people of Judah's descent to
Babylonia, 2 Kings charts the story of the two Israelite kingdoms until their destruction. This commentary
unfolds the literary dimensions of 2 Kings, analyzes the strategies through which its words create a world of
meaning, and examines the book's tales of prophets, political intrigue, royal apostasy, and religious reform as
components of larger patterns.

2 Kings pays attention to the writers' methods of representing human character and of twisting chronological
time for literary purposes. It also shows how the contests between kings and prophets are mirrored in the
competing structures of regnal synchronization and prophecy-fulfillment. Much more than a common
chronicle of royal achievements and disasters, 2 Kings emerges as a powerful history that creates memories
and forges identities for its Jewish readers.

2 Kings is divided into four parts including Part One The Story of Elisha: 2 Kings 1:1-8:6"; Part Two
"Revolutions in Aram, Israel, and Judah: 2 Kings 8:7-13:25"; Part Three "Turmoil and Tragedy for Israel: 2
Kings 14-17"; and Part Four "Renewal and Catastrophe for Judah: 2 Kings 18-25."

Robert L. Cohn is professor of religion and holds the Philip and Muriel Berman Chair in Jewish studies at
Lafayette College. Under the auspices of the American Jewish Committee, he lectured on Jewish
interpretations of the Bible as the first American Jewish-scholar-in-residence at four Roman Catholic
seminaries in Poland.
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From reader reviews:

James Robinson:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Berit Olam: 2 Kings. You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Berit Olam: 2 Kings. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Kathy Norvell:

This book untitled Berit Olam: 2 Kings to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Chantal Dow:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be examine.
Berit Olam: 2 Kings can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.

Todd Porter:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Berit Olam: 2 Kings can give you a lot of close
friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Berit Olam: 2 Kings.
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